IEAGHG Information Paper 2017-IP61; WMO Statement on Climate Change 2017

Each year the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) issues a statement on Climate Change. The
2017 statement was released on the 6" November 2017 just ahead of COP-23. The infographic below
was produced to summarise the results of the WMO statement.
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The messages in the infographic are stark reading.
The full statement can be found at:

file://fscluster2/data/IEAGHG/Homes/John.Gale/Downloads/2017 provisional statement text -
updated 04Nov2017 1.pdf

Key points from The Executive Summary are reproduced below for reference.

e  Whilst 2017 has been a cooler year than the record-setting 20186, it is very likely to be one of the
three warmest years on record, and the warmest not influenced by an El Nifio event.

e  The five-year average 2013-2017 global average temperature is currently close to 1°C above the
average for 1880-1900 and is likely to be the highest five-year average on record.

e The world also continues to see rising sea levels, with some level of acceleration and increasing
concentrations of greenhouse gases.

e The cryosphere continued its contraction, in particular in the Arctic where sea ice extent
continued shrinking, and Antarctic sea ice extent started shrinking since last year after a multi-
year period of stable or even slight expansion

e  The overall risk of heat-related illness or death has climbed steadily since 1980, with around 30%
of the world’s population now living in climatic conditions with extreme hot temperatures
persisting several days a year.
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e  Between 2000 and 2016, the number of vulnerable people exposed to heatwave events has
increased by approximately 125 million. According to the international Monetary Fund (IMF), for
the median low-income developing country, with annual average temperature conditions around
25°C, a 1°Cincrease in temperature could lower per capita economic output by about 1.2 percent.

. There were many significant weather and climate events in 2017, including a very active North
Atlantic hurricane season, major monsoon floods in the Indian subcontinent, and continuing
severe drought in parts of east Africa. In September 2017, the three major and devastating
hurricanes that made landfall in the southern United States and in several Caribbean islands in
rapid succession broke modern records for such weather extremes and for associated loss and
damage.

e Massive internal displacement in context of drought and food insecurity continues across
Somalia.

e  From November 2016 to mid-June 2017, nearly 761 000 drought-related internal displacements
were recorded by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
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